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“l WANT TO WORK FOR THE

STATE. THEY TOLD ME 1|

HAVE TO TAKE A TEST TO

BE HIRED. WHAT KIND OF

ATESTISIT? AQAP? WHAT

IS THAT? AN INTERVIEW?

OH, OKAY. CAN | TAKE IT

TOMORROW? NO? WELL,

WHEN CAN I TAKE IT? THIS

IS SO CONFUSING! HELP!

At one time or another, all of us in state service have been in a situation similar
to the one described on the left. Getting into state service seems lengthy and
complicated to anyone who is not familiar with the civil service examination
process. This handbook has been designed to help you understand that process
and start you on your way to a successful career in state service.

In the first sections of the handbook, you will find general information on
examinations: announcements, applications and components. The last part of the
handbook is focused on the interview process. You will be offered helpful hints
on how to prepare yourself and how to answer questions during interviews.

If you need further information about the examination process, please write to
the address given below or call one of the telephone numbers listed.

California Department of Finance
Personnel Office

915 L Street

Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 445-3368

The California Relay (Telephone) Service for the Deaf or Hearing Impaired is
available as follows:

From TDD phone: 1-800-735-2929
From Voice phone: 1-800-735-2922

State civil service jobs are filled by examinations open to all who meet the
entrance requirements regardless of race, color, faith, national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, disability, religious or political affiliation, age, or sexual
orientation.

California residency is not required, and U.S. citizenship is required only for
those wanting to become peace officers.
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ELEVEN STEPS 1.

2.

9.

Management of a State department determines the need for an examination.
Examination is scheduled by testing agency.

Examination announcements or bulletins are released.

Candidates submit applications.

Applications are reviewed to determine whether candidates meet the
requirements for admittance to the examination.

Candidates meeting requirements for admittance are scheduled for exami-
nation and are notified.

Examination is administered.
Final scores are assigned.

Candidates are notified of test results.

10. Information list is released and made available for public review.

11. Management hires individuals from list as vacancies occur.
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OPEN EXAMINATIONS Competition is open to all interested applicants. You do nos have to be a State
employee to qualify.

DEPARTMENTAL/ Competition is limited to State employees. You must have a permanent civil
PROMOTIONAL service appointment with the State department indicated on the examination
EXAMINATIONS bulletin as of the final filing date.

SERVICEWIDE Competition is limited to State employees who have a permanent civil service
EXAMINATIONS appointment with any State department as of the final filing date.

OPEN/SPOT Competition is open to all interested applicants. Competitors must take the
EXAMINATIONS examination in the location indicated on the examination bulletin regardless of

place of residence.

DEPARTMENTAL/ Competition is limited to state employees who have a permanent civil service
PROMOTIONAL/SPOT appointment with the State department indicated on the examination bulletin as of
EXAMINATIONS the final filing date regardless of place of residence.

Note: If an examination is being administered for multiple spots, you may
compete for only one spot.
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INTRODUCTION Examinations are used to establish lists of qualified candidates from which hires
may be made. All examinations consist of at least one component that assesses a
candidate’s knowledge and/or abilities relative to the classification being exam-
ined. The most common examination components are described as follows:

WRITTEN EXAMINATION A written examination is timed and consists of multiple-choice and/or essay
questions that address the knowledge and abilities identified for the classification.
The written examination may be only one part of the overall examination. It is
sometimes followed by a self-assessment report or an interview or both.

PROMOTIONAL A promotional readiness examination is designed for current State employees and
READINESS EXAMINATION includes the completion of a self-assessment report by the candidate, written
(PRE) comments from his or her immediate supervisor and a reviewing (second-level)

supervisor, and an interview in which candidates are asked to answer predeter-
mined questions.

A performance examination is work-sample test. The candidate is required to

PERFORMANCE demonstrate specific skills by performing actual segments of work, using tools,
EXAMINATION materials, equipment, and methods characteristic of the job for which the test is
designed.

An education and experience examination consists solely of a rating of the

EDUCATION AND candidate’s education and experience as presented on the application. This type of
EXPERIENCE examination is used for very small candidate groups (three to ten persons) subject
EXAMINATION (E & E) to administrative requirements. The resulting list is limited to three ranks, and all

candidates who meet the requirements for admittance to the examination will be
ranked in one of the three passing ranks.

A qualifications appraisal panel examination consists of an interview only. Prede-
QUALIFICATIONS termined questions with suggested responses are used, and, as in all of the exami-
APPRAISAL PANEL (QAP) nations, candidates are rated competitively.
EXAMINATION
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METHODS The State of California uses several methods to notify prospective candidates of
upcoming examinations. Among these methods are:

4 Distribution of bulletins to various State departments, the State Personnel
Board, and local Employment Development Department field offices.

4 Telephone recordings providing information on upcoming examinations
(used by some State departments).

4 Advertisements in the media.

¢ DPresentations at job fairs and meetings of community organizations as well as
at educational facilities.
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DESCRIPTION Examination bulletins are announcements that provide applicants with important
details and helpful information concerning a specific examination. Bulletins are
color coded to distinguish among different types of examinations.

Anyone who meets the minimum requirements for open examinations may apply.
You do not have to be a State employee to qualify. Promotional examinations may
be taken only by State employees.

COLOR CODING COLOR TYPE OF EXAMINATION

White Open oropen/nonpromotional examinations.

Blue Open or open/nonpromotional continuousfiling. Testing is done
at various intervals throughout the year as needed.

Blue LEAP (Limited Examination and Appointment Program). This
testing program allows alternate entry into State service for
persons with disabilities. Candidates must be certified by the
Department of Rehabilitation to qualify.

Green Open/spot examinations. Geographic location(s) for which the
examination is being given are specified.

Pink Promotional examinations. State employees who meet minimum
requirements may compete inthese examinations.

BULLETIN FACSIMILE A facsimile of a Department of Finance Bulletin is on the following two pages

(front and back sides). The typical information is enumerated with a correspond-

ing description
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Name, address, and tele-
phone number of testing
agency.

Exam title. The name of the
classification for which the
examination is being held.

Exam type. The type of exami-
nation being given.

How and where to apply. Lo-
cation and address where ap-
plications for the examina-
tion must be received.

Final filing date. The last day
on which applications will be
accepted for the examina-
tion.

Written test date (if appli-
cable). Type of interview and
anticipated interview dates.

Monthly salary ranges.

Instructions for persons with
disabilities.

Identification requirements.

Requirements for admittance
to the examination. Minimum
qualifications may include
education and experience as
well as any certificate or
license requirements, “special
personal characteristics,”
or “additional desirable
qualifications.”

Education/Experience Re-
quirements

Position statement. Describes
the major responsibilities and
duties for the class and the
location of current or antici-
pated vacancies and/or
positions.

Examination information.
Various parts of the test and
the weights of each. For ex-
ample, written test 40 per-
cent, interview 60 percent, or
interview may be weighted
100 percent. (The total of all
parts of an examination will
be 100 percent.)

i A’g DEPARTM[&NI‘ OF

% FINANCE
o

awa@)

B
L ]L ]E@ H N oacRamenTo, o Snmia o

¢ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER € COMMITTED TO A DRUG-FREE STATE WORKPLACE €

B ASSISTANT FINANCE BUDGET ANALYST

EXAMINATION TYPE Thisisa

HOW TO APPLY i lications to D of Finance, P 1 Office, 915 L Street, 1st Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814.

APPLICATION DEAD] 'must be submitted by October 5, 1995, the final filing date. Apylmuom(l’ocmﬂ&)mbel’OSTMARKEDmlM
lhlntl!ﬁnllﬁhngdll& Applications personally delivered or received via interoffice R THE FINAL FILING DATE

NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR ANY REASON.

'WRITTEN TEST is required. The entire examination will consist of an interview.

QUALIFICATIONS icipated that interviews will be held during November 1995.

APPRAISAL INTERVIEW

MONTHLY SALARY Rﬂ $2853 - $3430

SPECIAL TESTING hveldunhllltylndneedq)ecul mark the ap box in Part 2 of the "Application for

ARRANGEMENTS ion", You will be contacted to make apecnﬁc Arrangements.

REQUIRED NOTE: Accepted applicants are required to bring either a photo identification card or two forms of signed

IDENTIFICATION Identification to each phase of the examination. .

ELIGIBLE LIST A tal promotional eligible list will be established for the Department listed above. Thelmwdlbelhohlhedllmﬂn

INFORMATION afier it is established unless the needs of the service and conditions of the list warrant a change in this period.

REQUIREMENTS FOR All ‘must meet the ed u\d/of i for this by the final filing date. Applicants who
ADMITTANCE TO THE| are within six months of satisfying the ‘will be admitted to the examination, but they must fully
EXAMINATION meet the experience or education requirements H‘mb«meﬁp‘hkhm«m

MINIMUM Qualifying may be i basis if the Whhwndudamhnme?mnﬂ

QUALIFICATIONS are distinguished as Either ™I", or "II", or "ul" etc. For example, candid qualifying ling 10 50% of
thenqumdhmcof?an:nlmdaddmmdmmm%uﬂhewmdmof?mﬂ,myh.ﬁmﬂdhm
examination as meeting 100% of the overall experience requirement.

Either I
One year of in California state service performing duties of a Junior staff Analyst, Range B. Persons
wlme@m!awudﬂupmnnmlhvehdufnﬂﬂmswmnmcdxfmmmmjmfym'md
‘budgets or budgetary programs or analysis and forecasting of revenues.

orll
Education: Possession of a master’s degree in public policy, public or business administration, political science, sconomics, or related
field.

Orﬂl
ibl ience with dutics & ion, justification, and analysis or
dwmndmdadnmﬂrmmof-budga«h&dgﬁuypmmwuulywuﬂfmmofm (Experience in Califoia
State service appliod toward this pattern must include one year of exp le in level of ibility of
& Junior Staff Analyst, Range B.) (&emﬁpﬂmw«kmw%cpdnq,pﬂmwmmmwmm
economics, or & related field may be substituted for one year of the required experience), and

to graduation from college (Additi

1 qualifying expericnce may be sbatited fo th required ecucaton

on a year-o-year basis.)

SPECIAL PERSONAL D
CHARACTERISTICS

ability 10 act independently, open-mindod ibility and tact

POSITIONDESCRI"IE TMM!FMWAndynutbenrymdﬁmworkmgkvdmﬂam Incumbents, under

continuous lyze i

mumqamdmnmu,mﬂmuﬂ,uﬂd&hﬂgﬁmaﬂwdﬂnuﬂmﬁzmﬂmmmmwvﬂmm‘n
i ions to officers and of State agencies concemning

mﬁcplnnan(hxdgﬁmdfmﬂpweﬁnu puputnpommdoonq)ondeme

EXAMINATION CmmmﬂhmemMnWWEMmmimmanﬁcm

INFORMATION which demonstrate their readiness for Wmmmumham Candidstes who do
the will be elimi

On your application (in the area bered 4C) or an clearly indicate the names, titles and present organizations of your
supervisors during the last five years, giving dates with the most recent supervisor first.
mmmmnmnd-mmmm mwmm.wawm
questions. Final scores will be based on the P report, Interview, and i

order 10 obtain a position on the eligible list, a minimum rating of 70.00% must be attained. COMPETITORSWHODO NU'I‘
APPEAR FOR THE INTERVIEW WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ASSISTANT FINANCE BUDGET ANALYST LF26-5268 SF118

FINAL FILING DATE: October 5, 1995
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14  Scope of each test part. ASSISTANT FINANCE BUDGET ANALYST Release date: September 7, 1995
Knowledge and abilities re-
quired for the classification. A ot N -
1 Anllyllalpnuﬁuu-d-dw&.
15 Extra credits. In some exams, L e oroced
veterans’ preference or ca- 4. Principles of orgainzation and m
reer credits are added to a s ﬁm'-:fm 1 budgeting and

candidate’s final score. Vet-

o B Abiliyto:
erans’ preference credit is 1. Gather and snalyze data.
granted in entrance-level b pen gl et
open examinations only. 4. Speak and write effectively.

: 5. Drawwalid | and make d
Coreercredlfsopp|yfoopen/ 6. MMWWV‘MMMWWBM‘M
nonpromotional exams only. 7,

8. Dm‘linﬂen’bilityndm
. . 9.  Acteffectively under pressure.
16 General information. Con-
tains general information VETERANS PREFERENCE eterans preference credit is not in ional examinations.
about State civil service laws
and rules pertaining to ex-
aminations.
GENERAL INFORMATION

It is the candidate's responsibility to contact the Personnel Office at (916) 445-3368, TDD (916) 324-6547 threc days prior to the writien test date if he/she has not received

For an examination without a written feature it is the candidate's responsibility to contact the Personnel Office at (916) 445-3368, or TDD 324-6547 three wecks afier the
final filing date if he/she has not received a progress notice.

If a candidate's notice of oral interview or performance test fails to reach him/her prior to the day of the interview due to a verified postal error, he/she will be rescheduled

upon Written request.
lications are available at State 1 Board offices, local offices of the Empl Develop D and the Dep noted on the front.
Uymnuaﬂnnqumﬂaudmhm,ywmyhhﬂm ination, which is ion of the entrance requirement does not assure a place on the
eligible list. Your inthe d "on'hco(berudeofﬂmhllldmmllhmmhmdhmmmmmﬂlﬂ
didates who pass will be ranked ding 1o their scores.

“The State Personnel Board reserves the right to revise the examination plan to better meet the neods of the service if the circumstances under which this examination was
planned change. Such revision will be in accordance with civil service law and rules and all competitors will be notified.

Enmlndionlm Whﬂ\nmmlnupmoflhmnunmﬂhpmanmwm-hm&mﬂmw

di oral i San and Los Angeles. However, locations of interviews may be limited or extended as oonditions
wunnl.
ngiblel.hh Eligible lists it inati gAr of date, must be used in the following order: 1)subdivi jonal, 2) d 1
l, 4) servicewide px ional, $) d 1 open, 6) open. Whenthen.etwohmofﬂnumehnd.!holdnh‘heundﬂm.ﬂ:ﬁhk
Iwmummnmhwymlule-ﬁmuudmﬂuhuma
Onmly: C is limited to empl who have a civil service ap Under certain circumstances other employees may
bealkmodmmundcmwmofkululu 235, lnd1352 State Personnel Board Rules 233, 234 235 1351:ndz37mnprwmmmwdin¢u'vﬂurviu
status and eligit These rules may be reviewed at departmental personnel offices or at the Information Counter of State Personnel Board

offices.

General Qualifications: Candidates must possess essential personal qualifications including integrity, initiative, dependability, good judgment, and ability to work
cooperatively with others; and s state of health consistent with the ability to perform the assigned dutics of the class. A medical examination may be required. In open
examinations, investigation may be made of employment records and personal history and fingerprinting may be required.

Interview Scope: If an interview is conducted, in addition to the scope described on the other side of this bulletin, the panel will consider educaticn, expericnce, personal

traits, and fitness. In appraising experience, more weight will be given to the breadth and recency of pertinent experience and evidence of the
mmmlwmwmmwmmmxmmmhmaw W ion of & candidate's personal will include
i nfhnnumumn;mdl.hmpluuforulf-dwdmwthem—h/d:humdsmmlﬁ‘ommﬁulf-

devehpmul.

High School Equivak leti ofﬂzl:'hyndsmyhdeumudmmyoud‘hfnll«wm,wnyc 1) passing the General Educational
Developmem(GED)Tu,Z)Wmd‘lzmmﬁwﬂe@e—lwﬂm»mﬁmmmw Education, a ocal school board, or high
school that the idered 10 have Q duation from high school; or 4) for clerical and accounting classes, substitution of

mmleywkmphudhﬂldndmnym-fw-ywm

degree (certifi i approved by the Califonia intendent of Public ion under the provisions of California Education

College 4
Code Section 94310(b).
TDD Is Telecommunicstions Device for the Deaf and is reachable only from phonies equipped with a TDD Device.
California Relay Telephone Service For The Deaf or Hearing-Impaired

From TDD Phones:  1-800-735-2929
From Voice Phones: 1-800-735-2922

DT/P (Rev. 10/86)
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DESCRIPTION

EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

EDUCATION REQUIRED

COLLEGE GRADUATION
EQUIVALENT

MASTER'S/DOCTORATE
DEGREE

The term experience means experience equivalent to full-time work, typically
defined as 40 hours per week. If you work part-time, your work experience will be
prorated. (Example: An applicant is performing clerical work half-time, 20 hours
per week, and applies for an examination that requires one year of experience
performing clerical work. The applicant would need two years of half-time
experience to qualify for the examination.)

The following descriptions relate to the typical promotional experience required in
California State service:

The words “performing the duties of...” or “experience in the class of...” mean
that you must have been appointed to and working in the classification for the
specified amount of time. (Example: An examination for Staff Information Systems
Analyst indicates that candidates must have “one year of experience in California
State service performing the duties of an Associate Information Systems Analyst...
or two years of experience in California state service performing the duties of an
Associate Programmer Analyst.”)

The words “in a position comparable to...” or “in a position equivalent to...” or
“duties comparable to those of...” or “duties of a class with a level of responsi-
bility not less than that of...” means that you must have experience of the type and
length of time in a class at the same (or a higher) level of responsibility as the
class specified. (Example: An examination for Office Technician indicates that
candidates must have “one year of experience performing clerical duties at a level
of responsibility equivalent to that of an Office Assistant.”)

“Equivalent to completion of the twelfth grade” generally means graduation
from high school. However, this requirement also may be met by the following:

1. Passing the California High Sthool Proficiency Test.

2. Passing the General Education Development (GED) Test at the high school graduation
level.

3. Admission to and completion of at least 12 semester units of college-level
courses in a recognized college.

“Equivalent to graduation from college” means possession of a bachelor’s degree
from an accredited or approved four-year institution. When the college require-
ments indicate “specialization in” or “major work in” a certain field (such as
accounting), it means you must possess a bachelor’s degree in that field or show
completion of coursework in the field sufficient to constitute a major.

“Possession of a master’s/doctorate degree” means completion of a graduate or
doctoral program. Honorary degrees are unacceptable.
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STATE APPLICATION
FORM STD 678

ATTENTION TO DETAIL

APPLICATION FACSIMILE

To apply for an examination with the State of California, you must complete a
State application form (Form STD 678). The forms are available in all departmen-
tal personnel offices, at the State Personnel Board, and at Employment Develop-
ment Department (EDD) field offices.

Take time with your application. Make sure that it is correct and that it can be
clearly read. (If possible, have it typed.) Completion of the application is, after all,
part of the examination process. It demonstrates your ability to follow instructions
carefully and accurately.

Review your application for accuracy, spelling, neatness, and legibility. Make a
copy for review prior to your interview. The panel will have the original and may
ask you for a brief summary or clarification of your education and/or experience.

Submit your application by the final filing date to the testing agency indicated
on the exam bulletin. Applications postmarked, personally delivered, or
received through interoffice mail after the final filing date will not be ac-
cepted.

If the bulletin indicates that you must “file in person” for the examination, you
must deliver your application to the location listed on the bulletin during the
specific hours given. Applications mailed to the office for a “file in person”
examination will not be accepted.

A facsimile of a Examination Application is on the following two pages (front and
back sides).
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{Swe Privacy Statoment on foverso of appliation sty

s ForA
EXAMINATION APPLICATION

NANE | flas) ) o]

ADDRESS  (Number} o {Stroet)

iy COUNTY STATE 2IP CODE
TELEPRONE (Business) | omel

[ !

7. PLEASE ANSWER ONLY IF THE ANNGUNCEMENT FOR THE EXAM NATION FOR WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING
HAS A HINIMUM ANDIOR MAXIMUM AGE LMIVAT
MO DAY 1 YEAR)

BIRTHDATE

PLEASE ANSWER ONLY I THE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TE EXAMINATION FOR WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING
HAS INDICATED THAT ORIVING IS REQUIRED UNDER THE WIAMUM GUALIFICATIONS.

A HAVE YOU EVER BEEN PUT ON PROBATION OF HAS YOUR DRIVERS

= LICENSE EVER BEEN SUSPENDED O REVGKED? 0 vss O xo

x N OR CODE NUMBER SEE BACK GF ATTACHED FLAP ) A IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES, LIST ALL OF FENSES ' ITEW #10 GVING DATE,

EOR THE GNE LOCATION t1EAE You PAEFER 10 TAE ToE B LOGATION, NATURE, AND GISPOSITION FOR EACH
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BURG AWRTTEY o oL e 7 ves' vou wit oe comcP2 ST v [ wo B, 00 Y0U POSSESS A VALD GALFORNA DRIVER'S LCENSE? Ovs Ohro

- IF “YES", ENTER YOUR DAIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER
INDICATE IF YOUR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS PREVENT YOU FROM p

& AT N AT Do CROLE oLASS

TN ADDTION 10 ENGLISH, | POsSESS (] VERBAL | [] WRTENFLUR 5 PLERSE AVSWER DALY - THE ANOUNCENENT FOR TWE EXANIATION FOR WIHIGH Y03 ARE APPLYRG
NGIGATES THAT I 1§ FOR A FEAGE OFFIGER DESIGRATION
£} sPanisH [ AMERICAN STANOARD SIGN LANGUAGE hiE
IAPANESE CHNESE CANTONESE DLECT KoREaN A AR YOU A CITZEN OF THE UN' ™
IESE-CANTONES i & UNTED STATES? YES o
[ FUPNG THGALOG DALECT 0 ForTuGLESE 0 vena
- oo oo e B. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED BY ANY CCURT OF A FELL 0O ves a0}
) s resuesro o esenon ! ol
RESENED. ONDER, NPAVRHELE. CRCUMSTANGES FROM ANY ENPLOWENTS (400 MY OuiT A o ves HOTE! YOU MY ANSHER 0" . DIE GOWCTIN 18 SPECFED Ih HERTH AND SETY COGE
OCCLRING OVER 7 YEAS AGD EXGEFY A DISCIRLIARY R, PLNTIVE DSMISSAL, OF A PROSATIONAR 1
REJEGTION FROM CALIFORNIA STATE CIVIL SERVIGE.) IF * YES®, GIVE DETAILS IN #10. [ali’s) ff;;"”ﬂ: W‘i“m;;‘x:;?wﬂﬁgmﬂf "’ﬂ-’:";‘;g ;;5;’ f’:ﬁgsﬁ“ﬁiﬁﬁs

(NDWVIDUALS DISMISSED [TIOM CALTORNA STATE_EVPLOYMENT 8Y ADVERSE ACTION OF DISCIPLNARY P0G

{E CONSENT OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE STATE PERSONNEL BOARD BEFDRE TAKING A CIVIL SERVICE EXAMNATION.

3. FOR TYPING OR STENCGRAPHIC APPLICANTS ONLY
. | GERTIFY THAT | GAN TYPE AT A SPEED OF
a £ 65 WORDS PER M Re

B. I HAVE A VALID STATE OF CALFORNA SHORTHAND CERTIFICATE FOR (ocx est)

[} STEND 0 teea [ SR LEGAL
4_FOR PROMOTIONAL APPLICANTS ONLY

ARE YOU NOW ENPLOYED BY THE STATE OF CALFORNA?

40 ves  peparmvent: suBDIViSION:

5.00 NO WY ELIGIBLITY FOR EXAMNAT.ON IS BASED ON

. LIST YOUR SUPERVISORS FOR THE LAST FIVE YEAFS (CURRENT SUPERVISOR FIRST)

5 geran

DONOT WRITE
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©. ARE YOU OTHERWISE DISOUALIFIED 8Y LAW FROM BEING EMPLOYED
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Faoml To NAME ___ i TITLE

11.CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT - READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING

1 Hereby Certify, That alf statements made in this application are true and complete. | also

understand thatif 1 do for this class, | witl be

a.

the names of thase appiicants who check “yes" will be veritied for
veterans preference points in examinations which allow ihe addilion of such

examination when this fact s determined.

SIGNATURE 0aTE

I
[
|
|
\

5. FOR OPEN, PROMOTIONAL EXAM APPLICANTS ONLY
DO YOU GUALIFY FOR CAREER GRECITS AS DESCAIBED IN THE FOR THE P

ow [P

0 ves

Write the title of the examination you wish to apply for in this space.
Use a separate application for each examination unless otherwise
indicated on the examination bulletin.

If the examination you are applying for is being administered on
a spot basis, write the location in this space.

Indicate the code number of the location in which you prefer to take
the examination here. Codes are listed on the back of the appli-
cation flap. (For example, Sacramento’s location code is 34.)

In this space indicate whether you have a disability for which you
may need assistance during an examination. The testing office can
then contact you to make specific arrangements.

If your religious beliefs prevent you from taking an examination on
a Saturday, you may indicate that fact in this space.

Indicate in this space whether you possess verbal or written fluency
in languages other than English.

If you have ever been dismissed from employment for the reasons
indicated, you must fill out this section.

If you are applying for a typing or stenographic classification, you
must complete this section.

If you are a State employee and are applying for a promotional
examination, you must indicate the name of your department and
your supervisors for the past five years.

Applicants for open/nonpromotional examinations must indicate
in this space whether they qualify for career credits. Career credits
are additional points given in an examination to State employees
who have permanent civil service status, or meet other various
criteria. Detailed information concerning career credits is given in
the “General Information” section of a bulletin announcing an
examination.

6a. Write your social security number in this space. Note: Providing
your social security number is not required. However, it is needed
to determine your eligibility for promotional examinations,
veterans’ preference points, or career credits.

6b. Name, address, and telephone numbers are to be indicated in
this space. Be sure that they are correct and are clearly written so
that you can be contacted later.

7. lfthere is a minimum or maximum age limit for the classification
for which you are applying, you must complete this section.

8. If the announcement for the examination for which you are
applying has indicated that driving is required under the
minimum qualifications, you must complete this section.

9. If you are applying for a peace officer classification, you must
complete this section.

10. This section is left blank unless you need to provide additional
information requested in #2e or #8A.

11. You must sign your application. You are certifying that all of the
information you have provided is accurate. If it is found, later,
that your application has been falsified, you may be removed
from the examination and possibly from future competition with
the department or the State.

12. Completion of the equal employment opportunity “flap” is
voluntary. The information provided on the flap is strictly
confidential. Flaps are separated from applications before the
applications are processed.

If you are a veteran, be sure to indicate that fact on the flap. Once
verified, veterans are entitled to additional points in certain open
examinations.
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13. Education information should always be completed. If the class calls for specific coursework, you
also need to list the courses on the application (or provide an attachment).

If you have any certificates, licenses, or memberships that pertain to the classification, you should
list them here.

14

15. Work experience is described in this section. You should start with your most recent experience and
work back, including up to seven years of past experience (or more if the specific experience for this
classification was prior to that time). Indicate dates of experience, full-time or part-time work,
the number of hours you worked per week, and the name and address of your employer. If you
held more than one position involving different duties with the same employer, list each position
separately. Be precise about the responsibilities of your position. List volunteer work experience as
well as paid work experience. Make sure that you have included experience that relates
specifically to the classification for which you are applying.
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

RIGHT TO APPEAL

Once your application is received, it will be reviewed to determine whether you
meet the requirements for admittance to the examination. The requirements are
commonly referred to as the minimum requirements for the classification.

If you meet the minimum requirements, you will receive a notice in the mail
indicating that you will be admitted to the examination and will be given informa-
tion about the next phase of the examination (written test, performance test,
interview and so on.) This process usually takes three to four weeks after the final
filing date has passed.

If you do not meet the minimum requirements, you will receive a notice in the
mail informing you of that determination. You will then be allowed seven working
days from the date of the notice to provide any additional information that you feel
may qualify you for the examination. It is possible that the information on your
application was not clearly stated, was misinterpreted, or was inadvertently left
out.

If, after you have provided additional information, you are still not admitted to the
examination and you feel that you meet the minimum requirements, you have the
right to file an appeal with the State Personnel Board. (See the examination appeal
process section for more information.)

13
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APPLICATION REVIEW

STUDY SPECIFICATIONS

KNOWLEDGE OF DUTIES
AND RESPONSIBILITIES

REQUIRED
QUALIFICATIONS

PREPARE FOR YOUR
WEAK SPOTS

REST AND CARE FOR
YOURSELF

Keep a copy of your application and review it carefully before the interview.
This could be the only document that the interview panel has when the interview
begins. Panels often use the application as the starting point of the interview. They
may begin by asking you to summarize your education and experience. Make sure
that you are able to state the sequence and dates of the education and experience
you have listed on the application. You should also be prepared to summarize
those aspects of your background that you think make you a qualified competitor
in that examination. You may wish to take your copy of the application with you
to the interview in case you think you may not be able to remember all of the
details. Or you may take a brief outline or notes you have prepared about the
education and experience you want to include in your interview.

Study the examination bulletin and/or class specifications.The interview panel
will have both of these to guide them in rating you. The knowledge, abilities,
skills, and special personal characteristics needed for the classification for which
the examination is being given are stated in these documents. These are the areas
in which you will be asked questions.

Never go into an interview without any knowledge of the duties and responsi-
bilities of the classification for which the examination is being given. Talk to
people who work in the class, their supervisors, and others who have knowledge
about the work of the classification concerned. Show that you are genuinely
interested in performing the duties of the classification.

Think through each qualification required. Try to think of the kinds of questions
you would ask if you were a member of the interview panel. How well can you
answer those questions? Try especially to appraise your own knowledge and
background in each area as measured against requirements of the classification
concerned. If you have weaknesses in some areas, be prepared to discuss what you
are doing and have done to overcome them.

Do some general reading in areas in which you feel you may be weak. For
example, if the job involves supervision and your past experience has not included
supervising others, some general reading about supervisory methods and practices
may be useful. It may also be helpful to study agency procedures or detailed
manuals.

Get a good night’s sleep and watch your general health and mental attitude.
You will want a clear head at the interview. Take care of a cold or other minor
ailments. Do not take any stimulants or medication before your interview unless it
has been prescribed by a doctor and you are sure it won’t have a detrimental effect
onyour presentation.
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TIMELY ARRIVAL

PERSONAL APPEARANCE

INTERVIEWERS

MAKE IT WORK FOR YOU

DISPLAY CONFIDENCE

DEMEANOR

APPROPRIATE
CONVERSATION

Give yourself plenty of time to get to the interview. Plan to arrive somewhat
ahead of the scheduled time, particularly if you are unsure of the location. You
may want to take along a copy of your application to review as well as reading
material in case you have to wait a while. In any event, try to relax and compose
yourself. Remember that even the calmest, most self-assured people are usually
somewhat nervous before an interview.

Personal appearance is important. You are not given a score for appearance,
manners, attitudes and expressions. However, they are important in determining
the interview panel’s overall impression of you. Show that the interview is impor-
tant to you. Give careful attention to your personal appearance. Dress your best
but not your flashiest. And be sure, above all, that you are immaculate.

When you arrive at the interview location, note the names of the panel members
for your interview. Names and titles are usually posted near the interview room.
For future reference, you will want to remember who was on your panel.

Remember that the interview panel’s job is to help you do your best. At times you
might feel that the panel, individually and collectively, is trying to seek out only your
negative attributes. Your impression would be incorrect. Panel members are obligated
to make a fair and impartial appraisal of your qualifications for the classifi-cation in
question and must consider both your strengths and your weaknesses. They want to
see you in your best light. But also keep in mind that the panel must interview all
candidates and that a noncooperative or complaining candidate may not do well in
the interview, even though the panel tries to bring out the candidate’s strongest
attributes. It is in your best interest to help the panel see you at your best.

Be natural. Keep your attitude enthusiastic and confident. The interview panel
is interested in a positive presentation. Do not apologize for your weaknesses; try
to bring out your strong points. If you are not reasonably confident that you can do
the job, do not expect the interview panel to be confident either.

Be comfortable but do not lounge or sprawl. Seat yourself appropriately. A
careless posture may lead the interview panel to conclude that you are not im-
pressed by the importance of the occasion. This conclusion is natural, even if
incorrect. Do not fuss with your clothing, a pencil, or any papers you might bring.
Your hands may occasionally be useful to emphasize a point, but do not let your
hands detract from your presentation by becoming a point of distraction.

Be pleasant but do not wisecrack or initiate extensive small talk. This is a business
situation, and your attitude should show that you consider it as such. Further, the
interview panel’s time is limited; the panel does not want to waste it, and neither
should you. However, participate appropriately if a panel member chooses to make
small talk at the beginning of the interview to make you feel more comfortable.

15
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OVER-STATING

EXISTING RELATIONSHIP

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED
BY PANEL

BE ATTENTIVE

INTERRUPTIONS

RESTATE THE QUESTION

REPLY PROMPTLY

“CREATIVE” ANSWERS

BREVITY

Do not exaggerate your experience or abilities. In the first place the panel may
know more about you than you think, having information from your application,
other interviews in promotional examinations, and other sources. In the second
place, you probably will not get away with it. An experienced interview panel is
rather adept at spotting such a situation. Do not take this chance.

Inform the panel chairperson if you discover that you are related to a member of
the interview panel by blood, adoption, or current or prior marriage; or if you and
a panel member are or were cohabitants. The panel member will be excused during

your interview and will not participate in your rating as a competitor in the exam.

Do not dominate the interview. Let the interview panel do its job. Do not
assume that you have to do all of the talking. Realize that the panel has a number
of questions to ask each candidate. Do not try to take up all the interview time by
showing off your extensive knowledge. Be sure that you are prepared to present the
highlights of your strengths to the panel when you are asked to do so or, if not
asked, at the end of the interview.

Usually, your interview lasts only 20 to 30 minutes. You should be very atten-
tive throughout. When a panel member is presenting a problem or a question, give
that person your undivided attention. Address your reply principally to that person
but do not exclude eye contact with the other members of the panel.

Do not interrupt. Panel members may be stating a problem for you to analyze.
They will ask you a question when the time comes. Let the problem be stated and
wait for the question.

Make sure you understand the question. Do not try to answer until you are sure
of the question. If the question is not clear, restate it in your own words or ask the
panel to repeat it for you.

Reply promptly but not hastily. Respond as promptly as you can but do not give
a hasty, ill-considered answer. It is all right to pause for a couple of seconds before
answering. A brief answer is proper; but make sure it is complete.

Do not try to create the answer you think the panel member wants. The panel
is interested in how you analyze and solve problems, not in playing games. If you
give an answer that you do not think is correct, you may have difficulty defending
the correctness of the answer if you are asked further questions.

Keep your replies to the point. If you want to offer an illustration from your
personal experience, be brief.
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MAINTAIN YOUR
POSITION

ERRORIN JUDGMENT

TO THE POINT!

TECHNICAL JARGON

SLANG

STRENGTHS

EXHIBITS

Do not switch sides in your reply merely to agree with a panel member.
Sometimes a panel member will appear to support the reverse of your answer
merely to draw you out and to see if you are willing and able to defend your point
of view. Do not start a heated debate; yet, do not surrender a good position. If a
position is worth taking, it is worth defending.

Do not be afraid to admit an error in judgment if you are shown to be wrong.
The panel knows that you are forced to reply without the opportunity for careful,
prolonged consideration of the issue. Your answer may be demonstrably wrong. If
s0, admit it and get on with the interview.

State the duties of your present job briefly. Do not dwell at length on your
present job. The opening question in the interview may relate to your present
assighment. Answer the question by citing the highlights of your job but do not go
into an extended discussion of every job duty assigned to you. You are being exam-
ined for a new classification, not your present one. Try to phrase all of your answers
in terms of the work of the classification for which you are being examined.

Make sure that everyone can understand you. Keep your department’s technical
terminology, abbreviations, and acronyms out of your replies. Some members of
the panel will probably not understand what you mean. If you have to explain a
technical point, do so in the simplest way possible.

Do not use slang or use words improperly. Many good replies have been weakened
by the injection of slang or other language faults. Frequently, the panel will note any
errors in grammar or diction or other evidence of carelessness in your speech.

Present your strengths in terms of how you could be of benefit to the depart-
ment if hired. Do not emphasize “what is good for you.”

Leave your exhibits at home. The interview panel does not have time to read
every word of your letters of reference or copies of new procedures you have
devised. Do not hand this material to the panel members but be prepared to tell
them briefly about those items most closely related to the classification for which
you are being examined.
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PANEL

YOUR TURN

RECORDING

BEGINNING THE
INTERVIEW

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

The interview panel is composed of the chairperson, one or more State service
representatives, and, possibly, a public member. The chairperson has been trained
to make sure that the interviews are administered in a fair and equitable manner,
and the State service representatives usually work in the program area where the
classification is used and are considered experts in the field. A public member is
someone from the community who is also an expert in the field.

When your turn for the interview comes, you will be greeted by a panel member,
who will escort you to the interview area. There you will be introduced to the
other panel members and asked to take a seat.

The chairperson will explain the interviewing process. He or she may then have
the State service representative describe the class you are being tested for, the use
of the classification in the department and the location of anticipated openings.

You will probably notice that your interview is being recorded. The recording is
required by law and is in your best interest.

The interview may begin with a review of your application. You may be asked a
general question, such as, “What aspects of your background do you think have
best prepared you for this classification?” You may also be asked additional
questions about your background and employment history.

The interview is now under way. The panel members will proceed to ask you
questions that they feel will give them the best idea of your potential for the
classification.

The questions for an examination are developed by subject-matter experts. For
instance, an Office Services Supervisor IIT may develop questions for the Office
Services Supervisor I examination. Or an Office Services Supervisor II may develop
questions for an Office Assistant examination. The questions and the names of
individuals who develop the questions are always confidential.

Questions are developed from the knowledge and abilities stated under “Scope” on
the examination bulletin. Questions may be patterned or structured. (Patterned
questions are used more frequently.) Interviews in which patterned or structured
questions are used are similar in that the interview consists of several predeter-
mined questions that are asked of all candidates, who are then rated competi-
tively. However, when patterned questions are used, candidates are presented with
the questions for the first time at the interview. When structured questions are
used, the candidates will have received the questions in writing before the inter-
view and will have had an opportunity to consider and formulate a response. They
will then be asked to present that response during the interview.
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS Because all candidates are asked the same questions and are then rated competi-

...CONTINUED tively, it is extremely important that candidates keep the questions confidential. If
interview questions are disclosed to candidates who have not yet been interviewed,
all previous scores can be adversely affected. This breach of security is considered
to be extremely serious. If it is proven that a candidate has disclosed interview
questions, he or she may be removed from the list or even barred from participa-
tion in future examinations. In addition, the examination may be cancelled and
deemed invalid.

CLOSING THE INTERVIEW The chairperson usually concludes the interview by asking if the candidate has
anything to add. If you have a significant qualification to emphasize, or if you feel
that something very important was overlooked, do speak up; but do so briefly. If
you do not wish to speak, you may quite appropriately answer: “No, thank you.”

If it seems appropriate to shake hands with the members of the interview panel, it
is fine to do so. If it would be awkward or uncomfortable for you, then you would
probably be better off not to do so. A smile and a simple statement, such as
“Thank you,” should end the interview on a positive note.

CONFIDENTIALITY Remember: It is in your best interest to maintain examination confidentiality
after your interview.
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REQUIREMENTS MET After a review of your application, you may be accepted into an examination as
meeting the minimum requirements for the classification. This acceptance does
not necessarily ensure that you will have a place on the employment list. It is up
to the interview panel to decide whether or not a candidate actually meets the
minimum requirements and is competitive. The interview panel makes this
decision based on the following:

1. The information that you provide concerning the breadth and depth of your
knowledge, skills, education, and work experience.

2. Your ability to analyze situations and develop an effective course of action if
it applies to the classification for which you are being examined.

3. The extent of your understanding of the questions being asked.

4. Your ability to communicate.

5. The directness of your response to questions.

6. Your knowledge of the classification for which you have applied.

7. Yourdisplay of genuine interest and enthusiasm for working in the classification.
8. Your attitude toward and aptitude for accepting increased responsibilities.

9. Your ability to relate experience to the classification.
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UNFAIRLY TREATED

APPEAL FORM

YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS

If you are refused admittance to an examination or if you feel that you have been
treated unfairly in some way during the testing process, you may file an appeal.
Your appeal will be reviewed by the State Personnel Board. If the appeal con-
cerns an interview, the State Personnel Board may, as part of its investigation,
review the recording of your interview to determine whether you were treated
fairly and equitably. At the conclusion of its investigation, the State Personnel
Board decides whether to sustain or reject the appeal. State departments will abide
by the Board’s decision.

A copy of Form SPB 345 (State Personnel Board Examination Appeal Form) may
be obtained from the testing office. The form details the information you must
provide when you file your appeal. It must be filed within 30 days of the postmark
on the envelope that contains your rejection notice or notice of results (e.g.,
written test, performance test, interview).

The testing office considers providing information about appeal rights as part of its
job. Don’t ever feel reluctant to request the information. The testing office will be
glad to help you.

21




	Table of Contents
	Preface
	Exam Process
	Types of Exams
	Exam Components
	Exam Notification
	Exam Bulletins
	Requirements
	How to Apply for an Exam
	Application Review
	Interview Preparation
	Interview Day
	Interview Process
	Evaluation Criteria
	Exam Apeal Process

